
Tales of Farm Friends

Another’s Fatherly Love

In the barn, my parents kept a small flock of bantam 
hens, consisting of one bantam rooster and about 
10 hens. One summer, three of the hens decided to 
set in order to hatch out bantam chicks. This wasn’t 
unusual; every summer some of the hens would set.

But this time, all three hens set with one egg between 
them. That was a well-cared-for egg!



Three weeks later, the egg 
hatched and out came a cute 
bantam chick.

Usually when a chick hatches, 
the hen eagerly cares for it, 
calling her chick to follow 
along as she forages for food, 
teaching it how to find food 
and water. But when this egg 
hatched, the hens walked off, as 
each thought one of the other 
hens would care for the chick. 
The poor chick was soon left  
to fend for itself.
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Not to worry! Nearby was a young 
Leghorn rooster. In another 
pen, my mother had raised eight 
roosters. One of them was always 
being picked on by the other 
roosters, so my mother had 
removed it from the pen and taken 
it to the barn. When this lonely 
rooster saw the little abandoned 
chick, he adopted it.

And the little bantam chick grew 
up strong and healthy.

“God shows the same care 
to those who trust Him 
as a father shows to his 
children” (Psalm 103:13, 
paraphrased).
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