The Rock in the Road

There once was a king who was very sad because the people in his That night, a man wearing a large black cloak crept out of the castle.
kingdom were very selfish. No one wanted to help anyone else. The He went down to the main road and began digging, and finally rolled
people fought with each other to get more things for themselves, and something very heavy onto the road.

they grumbled and complained about everything.
vt P YEnS Early in the morning the king went to a castle window from which

One day as the king looked out of his window watching how badly he could view the marketplace. A strange sight greeted his eyes.
his citizens were behaving, he asked himself, “lsn’t there one fair and In the middle of the road sat a big rock. A large crowd of people
faithful man in all of my kingdom?!” He thought for a moment and had gathered around the rock. The king smiled and said, “1l will
then said, ] have a plan! But | must not let anyone find out about it soon know who is concerned about the well-being of others and

or it will not work!” the kingdom.”




All day people, wagons, horsemen, and great knights and nobles
passed the rock. Some stopped to shout angrily at the rock in the road.
Some even kicked it, but no one made any effort to move the rock.

The day slowly passed. Every hour the king would go to his window to
see if the rock had been moved out of the way, but all day long it stood
blocking the road.

As the sun began to set, the sad king walked over once more to look

out his window. Will anyone be thoughtful enough to move the rock?
he wondered.

Just then an elderly shepherd could be seen bringing his sheep up
the road.

“What is this big rock doing on the road?” the old shepherd asked.
“It’s in the way! | should move it so that people can pass here freely.”




It was hard work for the aged shepherd to move the rock, but he
used his big staff to move it and slowly rolled it to the side, off
the road.

To the shepherd’s surprise, there was a small wooden box in a
hole in the ground under where the rock had blocked the road. He
picked up the box and found it opened easily and was filled with
pieces of gold!

Inside there was a letter. He unfolded the letter and read these words:
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