
The Search for the Leaky Water Pipe  
God’s Word speaks to everyone, but often in different ways. Its truth shines in a unique 
way on each person's life, bringing focus and clarity to places of your life and heart 
that need it.

Discovering the different areas of your life that need to be worked on, discovering how 
to go about making progress, and then discovering how to let what you have learned 
from God’s Word work in your life are things that do not usually come easily or quickly. 
Sometimes there are personal issues that you cannot even see for yourself, and when 
brought up, you search for an understanding, but it doesn't always make sense. When you 
use the light of God’s Word to bring understanding, then He can do the work.

A natural first response might be to try 
to fix the outside problem—to fix the 
things that people see—so that it looks 
good and like everything is functioning 
well. But when it comes to your nature, 
your personality, your weaknesses or 
your bad habits, you cannot just change 
the outside—the “environment”—you have 
to change the heart. That's where all of 
the great changes begin. You first have 
to recognize and discover the problem 
before you can remedy it.

Attempted 
self-diagnosis

No 
heartbeat?!!! 

I can 
only hope 
that my 

stethoscope 
is defective. 

…

Dr. Jesus
Now I can 
help you 

understand 
what needs 

fixing.

The Light of 
God’s Love

Oh, I  
need this!



It's like searching for a leaky water pipe buried 
underground. You can know the general area of the leak, and 
you can start digging in order to find it, but with your first 
or second attempt at digging you may not find the leaky pipe, 
and it requires searching again, digging another hole or two, 
until you find it, and you can then repair it. Even after you've 
repaired the pipe and filled the holes again, you still notice 
on the surface where the problem was because the dirt will 
look as if it’s been disturbed for a while until the earth 
settles and vegetation returns.

That's similar to problem areas of your life: You may not 
understand the real problem at the beginning, and it requires 
a little digging, missing, and then hitting, before you are able 
to pinpoint the problem. Then you have to go on to repair 
it, and you want to make sure that you repair it well, so that 
the fix will hold up. The evidence of the problem may linger a 
little longer, observed by what remains on the surface, but 
don’t let that discourage you. It stands as a reminder of the 
problem you overcame, and it's a good reminder to you to 
care for that area of your life and tend well to it.

Water bill 
$1,642.21

Wha?!... There's 
gotta be a leaky 

pipe!!!

It's got 
to be here 
somewhere!

Lat
er

At last, the pipe is fixed!

Leak no more, 
pipe formerly 

known as “leaky”!

Josh, it’s been a pleasure to work 

with you on our latest school 

project. I appreciate how you take 

the time to listen and contribute. 

Thanks for your encouragement, 
Stella. I still have to ask Jesus 
every day to help me not slip 

back into impatient ways.



When you turn to God for help, He works with you from the inside out. It's on the inside that the greatest changes and 
best results occur. He can fix what's wrong on the inside, and that change will bring about results that will last much 
longer and even change your “outside.” As you'll let Him help you clear out the mess and fix the problem, then there is 
hope of great change in sight.

“Create in me a 
clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right 
spirit within me” 
(Psalm 51:10 ESV).

The really lasting changes come from letting God, through His Word and instructions, dig deep and change your heart, 
mind, and spirit. Then what comes out of your mouth, in your actions, and through your deeds, will start to reflect the 
positive change that has taken place in your life because you let God fix those “leaky pipes.”
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Soul Plumber

Fixing you from the inside

Oh, mercy! Just in the nick of time!
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That's not true!
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