
Change Your 
Part of the 

World

He came across an area that had no trees or wildlife,  
and very little water.

A story has been told of a young man who 
took a lone hiking trip through Provence,

a region of 
southeastern France, 
in the year of 1913.



The villages were old and run-down, and many people had left.

An older shepherd was still living there. 
the young man went to speak to him.

and encouraged the young man to 
stay several days with him.

The shepherd was 
very kind,

He noticed that every evening the 
old shepherd would sort nuts like 
acorns,hazelnuts, and chestnuts, 

removing the bad ones and 
putting the good ones in a bag.



The next day, as he led his sheep to graze, 
he made a hole in the ground with his rod,

planted 
a nut in 
it, and 
covered 
it with 
earth.

What are  
you doing?

I’m planting 
trees,

But you might  
not even live long 

enough to see  
them grow.

Yes, but  
someday they’ll do 

somebody some good 
and help restore this 

dry land. I may  
never see it,

but perhaps 
my children or 
grandchildren  

will.

The English Poet, 
Samuel Johnson, said: 

"Few things are 
impossible to 

diligence and skill. 
Great works are 
performed not 
by strength, but 
perseverance."



Twenty years later, the 
hiker returned to the same 
place and was astounded 

at what he saw. 

Life had sprung forth  
all over the valley.

He wondered what had happened to the shepherd, 
and discovered that he was still around.

By then the shepherd was in his seventies,

and he was still sorting nuts.



Some important men 
from the government 
of France were so 
impressed with what 
the old shepherd had 
done that they gave 

him a reward.

This area of Provence, which was once nearly deserted and 
desolate, now had farms and a growing village. 

Not only were there now trees, but grass and other plants were growing 
between the trees, water was now in the streams, and the wildlife had returned. 

All due to the faithfulness, patience, and hard work of just one shepherd.

As this story portrays, little actions can 
make a great difference. You can change your 
part of the world. It often starts by taking 
notice of something that could become better 
and seeing what you can do to make it better. 

It may be something you do for another 
person, or a community effort you join, or a 
project you take part in. When each person 

does what he or she can to make the world a 
better place, eventually the whole world can 
become better. It all starts with the individual.
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