
Love Never Fails 
to Love!

1 Corinthians 13:8 says: 
"Love never fails."1 

When I 
got older, 
I realized 
that love 
didn't work 
that way. 

In my younger years, I took it to mean that love 
was always strong enough to get what it wanted.

"Love" could 
outsmart, convince, 
reason, persuade, or 
encourage whatever 
I thought was 
necessary.

Daddy, I was 
thinking about 

giving my dolly to 
angela.

That’s sweet 
of you, Mara.

Give a little, get a lot!

Now maybe 
he’ll buy me a 
new one for 

Christmas.

We appreciate you 
volunteering to 

help with the soup 
kitchen, Mara. 

But we trust it’s 
not just because 

your friend, 
Gavin, is here.

I had some of my 
first experiences 
with the ups and 
downs of close 
friendships. 



Sometimes things were fine and 
I was in sync with my friends. 

One of us would hit a rough patch, do something that hurt the other,

When that happened, I 
always tried to figure 
out how to get things 
back to the way I felt 
they should be.

I didn't always look 
at what my friend 
needed or wanted.

such as develop an interest in a 
hobby that didn't include the other, 

or pursue a friendship that wasn't inclusive.

I thought that 
you and I would 
get together as 

usual.

Whoopee! 
This is fun!

Er ... thanks for the 
invite, Mara, but I’m 
not into cooking 

like you are.

Oops! I didn’t 
realise that the 

classes started 
this evening.

You’re going 
to take Art 

classes? Why?

Other times things 
didn't flow so well. 



I finally took some 
time to pray about it. 

I was more 
desperate than 
usual and felt 
that I needed 
something deeper. 

The verse God 
brought to mind 
was... 

and talking to 
each other. 

frequenting 
our favorite 
shops, 

This mindset 
caused me 
to hit a wall 
with my very 
closest friend. 

Eventually, she and I fell so out 
of sync it was hard for me to 
believe that we used to spend 
time climbing hills together, 

That's when it dawned on me: Love Never Fails to Love!

I missed her and I 
wanted things to go 
back to how they were!

love 
never 
fails. 

You see, Mara, 
This is a huge 
opportunity 

to develop my 
talent.

Please 
understand.



This realization was the key to unlocking what the preceding verses in 1 Corinthians 13 were 
talking about. Love:

Love isn't after any set outcome  
It's just going to keep on giving love!

"endures 
all things"

“bears all 
things"

You can probably guess that 
things got better quickly. 

Love Never Fails to Love!

"believes 
all things" 

"hopes all 
things" 

It's okay 
if you're 

upset at me 

I know you 
are an amazing 

person

I know 
we're still 

friends

 I can wait 
until you feel 

like being 
friends again

I realized that 
I loved and 
respected her 
enough to just 
be patient, 
to keep on 
loving her, and 
wait until she 
felt ready to 
reinstate our 
friendship. 

When I 
looked at 
my friend 
with that 
perspective, 
I didn't feel 
such an 
urgency to 
try to "fix" 
anything. 

The change in 
my perspective 
was enough 
to prompt a 
change in my 
actions, and 
thus change 
the outcome.

A birthday 
card?

Yes. From 
Mara.

Hey, Mara. A 
couple of us are 
going for a hike 
on Saturday,  and 
we wondered if...



The Bible tells us that God is love2

That right there 
pretty much makes 
it clear that we will 
never fully grasp love 
or ever have enough 
love ourselves, but 
it also highlights why 
love is so powerful, 
so worth striving for. 

It might be making 
a cup of coffee for 
your mother, 

Love has many different faces. 

When we love, we 
partake of God's 
essence. That's a 
big deal!

and on and on 
the list goes.

Thank You, 
Father, for 

helping me to 
love.

giving something you really like to 
someone who needs it more than you, 

refraining from making a snarky quip to 
your friend, 

Hey, Mara. What 
d’ya think of my 

new song?

Umm, It’s er 
... different.

It’s 
perfect, 

Mara. Thank 
you.
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When I try my best 
to do that, I find that 

God takes care of 
the rest.

Sometimes that is easier said than done, but I have found that 
it's a matter of making one little loving choice after another. 

Once I am sure 
that I have purged 
my selfish motives 
and eliminated my 
excuses and "good 
reasons" for them, 
I only have one 
choice left to make: 

In determining 
whether or not 
I'm truly doing 
something out 
of love, I have 
learned that my 
true colors show 
if I simply ask 
myself ...

the choice 
to just 
keep on 
loving. 

What are 
my motives 

here?

Hi, Mara.

H-hi, Gavin.
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