
Camp Plenty vs. Camp Too Little

A friend told me  
that when she was 

young, whenever her 
mother brought home 
a pie or ice cream for 

dessert...

There’s a tendency to be either a believer in “too little” or in “plenty.”

she and her brother 
would fight over who 
got the bigger piece. 

It’s easy to see life as 
if there’s only so much 
‘pie’ to go around. 

For example, if your mother 
offers a pie for dessert 
and first gives your brother 
a huge piece, it means there’s 
less pie for you, right? 

Of course, that is 
actually true when it 

comes to pie … 

but that’s  
not the case 

with most other 
things in life. 

To stop the fighting her 
mother would keep a 
scale near the dining table 
and weigh out each plate 
of dessert to make sure 
it was even to the gram. 

That was their family 
policy for years.



If you’re in Camp Too Little... 

Camp Too Little sounds sad, doesn’t it?

People look out 
for themselves. 

Each of those things 
is like a pie that is 
being sliced up, 

You have to eat it 
quickly because 
someone might be 
scheming to grab 
your pie. 

As you can imagine, there is very 
little goodwill in Camp Too Little. 

because if you don’t fight for 
your piece, you might not get any. 

People aren’t afraid to 
snatch a piece of pie 
from someone else, 

you believe that things like 
love, ideas, opportunities, 
imagination, and resources 
are limited. 

and every time someone 
gets a piece of one, there 
is less left for you. 

If you’re lucky enough to 
snag a piece of pie, you don’t 
even have time to enjoy it. 

Gotta grab 
it before it’s 

gone!

Is that 
all I get?
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Camp Plenty is a totally different camp. 

When someone finds a great 
pie shop, they recommend 
it to everyone instead of 
trying to keep it a secret. 

In fact, most people share the belief that 
the best pies are yet to be created, yet to 
be enjoyed, and yet to be shared.

Recipes are 
swapped, improved, 

and customized. 
One thing is certain 
in Camp Plenty: no 
one is ever going 
to run out of pie! 

People enjoy pie 
all over the place. 

In Camp Plenty, everyone shares the 
belief that love, ideas, opportunities, 
imagination, and resources are limitless. 

In this camp, there is a 
lot of celebration. 

Hmm ... What 
do we do 
with it?

Pies! What 
else?

Wow! All 
this fruit!

Here’s to 
another year 

of Pie!
And if you think 

my pies are good, 
wait until you eat 

here!

And With your 
superb cooking 

talent...

Good 
idea...



It really is a funny thing, 
because in Camp Too Little 
there actually does seem 
to be less and less pie. 

What then? Will it be the end of 
happiness and good things?

No one worries that one day God is 
going to decide that He’s given out 
all the pie He’s ever going to give.

Everyone is worried 
about the day when 
the last bite of pie 
will be eaten. 

Yay, 
Mara!

Our pie 
Queen!

See, Son? 
God always 
supplies!

See? Soon 
there won’t 

be any.

Only 
two?

But in Camp 
Plenty, no one 
fears running 

out of pie. 

There is an understanding that 
“Every good and perfect gift comes 

down from the Father of lights, 
with whom there is no variableness 

or shadow of turning. ”1 



You have the power to decide which camp you want to live in. 

Footnotes
1 James 1:17 KJV

2 2 Corinthians 9:6 NKJV

S&S link: Character Building: Social Skills: Generosity-1b

Authored by Mara Hodler, adapted. Originally published on Just1Thing.
Illustrations by Jeremy. Design by Stefan Merour.

Published by My Wonder Studio. Copyright © 2016 by The Family International

The Bible says “But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he 
who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. .”2

Choose your camp (or should I say, reality) carefully.

Or a camp where the 
greatest opportunity, 
best ideas, richest 
resources, and 
deepest love is yet 
to come, with enough 
to go around for 
everyone? 

Would you 
rather a camp 
where you’re 
always on the 
brink of famine, 
with dwindling 
love, ideas, 
resources, and 
opportunity? 

The above pie  
stories showcase 
two examples that 

you can model your 
life after—

and whichever 
example you adopt 
will become your 

reality. 
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