THE COMPARING DEBATE

=/ \ts GOoD
|\ Yo be ALIVE!




Mmph! Tiny ALWAYS gets

MORE Hyan his Share”

V1 KNEW IT! He’s gf more
Feqchas on hiS de:dkti‘,.

twin, Tiny,
ﬂ&d‘;"'v gdm
weight, but
[ need to ,

Cat TOO':/




Could you hd
with di:bes':
Justice 2

8t WHERE Tiny 2 He

Nowhere 4o be seen /7

LATER +hat
morning tn the
classroom . |

'\M working JUSTICE
HARPER +han COULPN’T HELP

MY BROTHER. | gur FEEL

JUSTICE
whaS BEING

NEGLECTER!| 2




encil and eraser
shayings onfo the
floor DO NOT
malke for d

T reviewWm
0 x Wis :'lulfiphnuhaﬂn
)y fobles ))_




IT CAN BE EASY TO COMPARE
WITH YOUR PEERS. MAYBE YOU
LOOK AT THOSE AROUND YOU AND
MEASURE WHAT |S EXPECTED FROM
YOU AGAINST WHAT OTHERS ARE
EXPECTED TO DO. OR PERHAPS A
LOT OF GOOD THINGS SEEM TO BE
HAPPENING IN THE LIFE OF ONE OF
YOUR FRIENDS, AND YOU FEEL THAT
YOU DESERVE THE SAME. COMPARING
NEGATIVELY ALLOWS A LARGE CLOUD
CALLED “INJUSTICE” TO BLOCK THE
BRIGHT RAYS OF JOY THAT WOULD
OTHERWISE FILL YOUR LIFE.

YOU ARE NOT MADE EXACTLY THE SAME
AS ANOTHER. EACH PERSON IS CREATED WITH
A UNIQUE SET OF ABILITIES, PERSONALITY,
CHARACTERISTICS, AND IS INFLUENCED BY
A DIFFERENT SET OF CIRCUMSTANCES. IF
EVERYONE WERE FROM THE SAME MOLD,
THEN THERE MIGHT BE A GREATER CHANCE
THAT YOU’D BE GETTING THE SAME SET OF
EXPERIENCES AS OTHERS. BUT ARE YOoUu
ALIKE IN EVERY WAY TO ANYONE WHOM YOoUu
KNOW? NO/ GOD HAS CREATED EVERYONE
DIFFERENTLY, WHICH INCLUDES EACH HAVING
HIS OR HER OWN SET OF STRENGTHS AND
WEAKNESSES.



YOU’RE DIFFERENT AND UNIQUE.
WHEN GOD LOOKS AT YOU, HE DOESN’T
COMPARE YOU WITH ANYONE ELSE, SO
NEITHER SHOULD YOU.

SO HOW DO YOou GET THAT CLOUD
OF COMPARING TO DISAPPEAR? DON’T
COMPARE NEGATIVELY! DON’T TRY TO

MEASURE WHAT YOU’RE BEING ASKED
TO DO AGAINST WHAT YOUR PEERS

ARE DOING, OR WHAT YOU ARE GIVEN
COMPARED TO WHAT OTHERS ARE GIVEN.
DOING THAT IS A PATHWAY TO FEELINGS
OF NEGATIVITY AND SADNESS.
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THE NEXT TIME YOU’RE TEMPTED WITH
THOUGHTS OF “IT’S NOT FAIR,” TRY TO DO
THE FOLLOWING:

1. SAY, “IY'M NOT GOING TO COMPARE
WHAT | HAVE OR DON’T HAVE WITH ANYONE
ELSE, BECAUSE GOD LOVES ME, AND |S
TAKING CARE OF ME IN THE WAY HE KNOWS
IS BEST.”

2. IF YOU ARE STILL TEMPTED TO
COMPARE, DO SOME POSITIVE COMPARING
INSTEAD. COUNT ALL THOSE MANY
BLESSINGS JESUS HAS GIVEN YOU
PERSONALLY. POSITIVE COMPARING IS
GOOD, AS IT ENCOURAGES YOU AND
STRENGTHENS YOUR MUSCLES OF PRAISE
AND POSITIVENESS.

IF YOU’RE FAITHFUL TO LOOK ON THE
BRIGHT SIDE OF THINGS, YOU’LL SOON
FIND THAT THOSE CREEPING CLOUDS OF
COMPARING HAVE BLOWN AWAY, AND
YOU CAN ENJOY THE SUNNY SKIES OF
HAPPINESS AND CONTENTMENT ONCE AGAIN.
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