
The Parables of  Jesus 
The Mustard Seed

Based on Matthew 13:31–32 and Luke 17:5–6.

When Jesus spoke about the kingdom of heaven, He told this 
parable: “The kingdom of heaven can be likened to the following: 
A man takes a mustard seed and sows it in his field. Though it is 
from a very small seed, the plant grows until it becomes a large 
shrub. Birds then find the shrub useful to make their nest in its 
branches.”

Another time, Jesus also used the example of the tiny mustard 
seed to encourage His disciples to grow stronger in faith. He told 
them: “If your faith was as big as a mustard seed, you could say to 
this mulberry tree, ‘Pull yourself up by the roots and plant yourself 
in the sea!’ and it would obey you.”

You can also read this parable and the sayings of Jesus in Luke 
13:18–19 and Matthew 17:19–20.
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