
The Parables of  Jesus
The Rich Fool

Based on Luke 12:13–21.

A man approached Jesus with a request: “Teacher, tell my 
brother to share with me the property our father left when he died.”

Jesus answered him, “Who said that I should decide how to 
divide what your father left? Beware of being greedy!”

Then Jesus told a parable about a rich man whose land 
produced abundant crops. “I don’t have enough room to store 
all of this, so I’ll tear down my barns and build bigger ones with 
enough room to store it all.

“Then I will relax and think to myself, You have everything you 
need for many years into the future, so now you can rest and 
enjoy yourself, eating, drinking, and having fun.”

But God called him a fool. He told the man he would die that 
night and asked, “Who then will benefit from all these things that 
you have stored for yourself?”

This describes a person who only piles up riches and material 
treasure for himself, but is not rich in the things that matter to God.
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