
The City of Nineveh
The first mention of Nineveh in the Bible is in the book of Genesis.1 
There we read about the city being built--the beginning of one of the 
oldest cities of the ancient world. Later, as the capital city of the Assyrian 
Empire, during the rule of the Assyrian king Sennacherib, Nineveh is 
mentioned in 2 Kings2 and Isaiah3 when the Assyrian army suffers defeat 
through the actions of one of God’s angels.
The most well-known Bible story about Nineveh is the story of the 
prophet Jonah.4 God sends His prophet Jonah to warn the people of 
Nineveh to change their ways. Instead of continuing in their wicked ways 
as the people of Nineveh had done in times past, the inhabitants of 
Nineveh repented, turning their lives around to live in more godly ways.
The people of Nineveh are later honored for their repentance in a 
comment Jesus made in answer to the people requesting a sign before 
they would respect and follow His teachings.5

Ancient Nineveh, as an Assyrian city, was located in Upper 
Mesopotamia. In recent times, remnants of the ancient city of Nineveh 
are to be found on the outskirts of the Iraqi city of Mosul.

Footnotes: 
1 Genesis 10:11
2 2 Kings 19:34–36 

3 Isaiah 37:33–37 
4 Jonah 1–4 
5 Matthew 12:38–41; Luke 11:29–32
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