
Captives to Babylon

Based on Daniel 1–4 and 6.

In 605 BC, King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon attacked and 
captured the city of Jerusalem. When Nebuchadnezzar returned 
to Babylon, he took with him treasures from the Jewish temple. He 
also took prisoners, including many sons of the Judean nobles.

The Bible tells us the story of four of these captives who were 
given the Babylonian names Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego, and 
Belteshazzar. (Their Hebrew names were Hananiah, Mishael, 
Azariah, and Daniel.)

Being taken captive wasn’t the end of the road for these young 
men, who went on to do great things for God. Read in the book of 
Daniel about how they stood up for their belief and faith in God, 
influencing many in the Babylonian kingdom with their active faith.

Also, due to their diligence and trustworthiness, God raised them 
to important positions of responsibility in the king’s court. A few 
times, Daniel was able to help King Nebuchadnezzar through his 
God-given gift by interpreting visions and dreams.

Read their amazing stories in Daniel 1–4 and 6.
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