
Start with Friendship
One day, our Sunday 
school teacher, 
Miss Cook, asked us, 
“Children, do you know 
someone who doesn’t 
yet know Jesus as the 
good friend that He 
can be?”

I knew of someone. 

She let us think about it. And then she 
said, “Maybe Jesus is asking you to be 
that person’s friend. Friendship is an 
important first step to take in order 
to help others learn about Him.”

Ricky was new to our small farming community and didn’t have any 
friends yet. I got to know him, because we were in the same second 
grade class in school, and we also rode the same school bus.

So when Miss Cook asked us that question, I immediately thought of 
Ricky. “Jesus, please help me find a way to be a friend to Ricky,” I 
prayed. “I want to help him get to know You.”



A few weeks prior to that, I had been given 
a brightly colored yo-yo for my birthday, 
which was my favorite present!

The next school day, when Ricky got on 
the bus, I decided to get to know my new 
classmate. I moved over and made room 
for him to sit next to me. “Hi, Ricky!”

“Hi, Christi,” Ricky responded, and sat by me.

“Ricky, would you like to see my yo-yo?”

“Oh, yes!” Ricky right away tried it out.

There wasn’t much room to use a yo-yo on the bus, so I told him, “When we 
get to school, I can show you some tricks I’ve learned. I already know 
how to do ‘round the world’ and ‘walk the dog.’” Ricky was impressed.

Jesus used that yo-yo as part of the answer to my prayer.



As the bus continued on the route 
to the school, we took turns with 
the yo-yo. “Ricky, do you know about 
Jesus?” I asked.

“No, I don’t think so,” Ricky 
responded. “Should I?”

“I think you’d really like to get to 
know Him.”

“Why?” Ricky asked. I had never heard 
someone ask that question before. 
So I sat there and thought about it.

“Because He is a very good friend,” I 
told Ricky. “I think you’d like having 
Him as your friend, too.”

The next Sunday, Ricky’s mother drove 
him to the small town church, and 
Ricky joined our Sunday  
school class.

Three years passed, during which all 
of us who attended Sunday school 
continued to learn more about Jesus. 
Summer came, and there was a special 
summer camp held for the children 
who attended the Sunday school. 
Ricky and I and some of our other 
classmates attended.
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One night, while sitting around the camp fire, the camp 
leader walked over to the fire and threw in a pinecone. 
As the pinecone crackled and burned, the camp leader 
explained, “If anyone has a special testimony to tell  
of something Jesus has done for them, throw a 
pinecone into the fire, and then tell your story.”

To my surprise, Ricky stepped up. He threw his pinecone 
into the fire and told everyone, “I got to know Jesus 
because a few years ago my friend, Christi, told me 
about Him. I’m very glad she did!”

That made me so happy! I didn’t 
know Ricky remembered that I had 
invited him to know Jesus, and I 
felt honored by what he said.

It’s simple to help others 
know Jesus like you do. It 
starts with friendship.

Now, many years later, I’m 
still making friends and 
telling them that Jesus wants 
to be their friend too.
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