
The Widow and the Unjust Judge
A retelling of Luke 18:1–8; a lesson on prayer.

In a town in Israel there was a judge who was known for dealing harshly with people. His job as 
judge was to hear people’s problems and decide what should be done about them. However, he 
neither feared God nor cared much about the needs of the common people.

There was a poor widow, a woman whose husband had died, leaving her alone to care for herself 
and her children.



One day the widow came to the judge to complain that she had an enemy, someone who was causing 
her family many problems.

“I am worried that we will lose our home, which is all we have left!” explained the woman.

Huh! the old judge thought to himself, a scowl on his face. Not another widow with problems. 
I’ve got more important things to do than sit here and listen to her story.

The judge grumbled, “Look, woman, can’t you see that I’m busy! I haven’t got time 
to look into your little problems. Why don’t you just go home, and if your 
troubles continue, well, maybe I’ll find a minute in my busy schedule to talk to 
you at a later date. But don’t count on it. Now, be off!”

However, the 
widow didn’t 
give up.



The widow persistently returned over and over to plead 
with the judge until he finally decided to do something. 

Even though I don’t really 
care what happens to this 
lady, thought the judge, if I 
don’t do something to help 
her, she’s going to wear 
me out by continuing to 
come here and bother me! 
So the judge issued an order 
from the court to settle 
the widow’s problem and her 
enemy was no longer able to 
trouble her.

As Jesus finished telling the story, He asked His disciples, 
“Did you hear what the unjust judge decided? Well, if an 
unjust judge can do that, just because he is tired of being 
bothered by the widow, don’t you think that God will 
justly treat His own children, who cry out to Him? I tell 
you, God will see that they get justice.”



God is not at all like that cold, 
hard-hearted judge; He wants to 
answer our prayers and give us 
what we need. There are times 
when we need to pray more than 
once for a request, as God 
works to bring about the answer, 
and it’s important to continue to 
believe that He is lovingly caring 
for us while we wait on Him for 
the answer.

It’s important to also 
understand that being persistent 
in prayer will not always 
result in God answering the way 
that we are asking. But whether 
we receive the answer we hope 
for, or God does things another 
way, we are encouraged to 
remember that God is a fair and 
generous judge, a loving father, 
who will answer in His time, and 
according to His will and what he 
knows is best.
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