
The Midnight Caller
A retelling of Luke 11:5–10; a lesson on prayer.

At first Jotham thought he was dreaming when the 
stillness of the night was broken by a loud knocking. 
But when he heard his neighbor, Silas, calling his name, 
he knew it wasn’t a dream.

“Is that you, Silas?” Jotham 
called out. What could the 
neighbor from across the 
street want at this time of 
night? he thought as he sat 
up in bed.



Outside, shivering in the frosty air, 
Silas put his face as close to the 
window as possible so he could speak 
without waking the neighborhood and 
whispered, “I know it’s late, Jotham, 
and I’m sorry to bother you, but a 
friend of mine just arrived from a 
long journey and is hungry. I don’t 
have a thing to serve him. Would you 
have some bread?”

Yawning, and trying not to wake his 
sleeping children, Jotham muttered, 
“Of course, Silas. Even at this hour I 
am happy to help you...”

“I appreciate it, Jotham! You know 
I wouldn’t bother you unless I 
desperately needed this help.”



Jesus was showing His 
disciples a comparison. If 
a man who is sleeping along 
with his family is willing to 
answer the request of a 
neighbor even when it’s so 
inconvenient to do so, then 
how much more will God 
answer our prayers when we 
bring our requests to Him?

There is no need to worry that what we’re 
asking is too difficult for God to answer, 
or that He is too busy doing something 
else and doesn’t want us to bother Him. 
God is our loving heavenly Father, and He 
is eager to answer our prayers.



Jesus ends 
this parable 
by telling us 
to “Ask, and it 
will be given to 
you; seek, and 
you will find; 
knock, and it 
will be opened 
to you. For 
everyone who 
asks receives, 
and the one 
who seeks 
finds, and to 
the one who 
knocks it will 
be opened” 
(Luke 11:9–10 
ESV).

Do you or your family or friends have a request? Pray 
boldly, bringing your request to God, and He will 
answer in the way He knows is best.
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