
Tales of Farm Friends

The Ducklings and the Chicks



During the summer 
months, it’s not unusual 
for a hen, whether a  
duck or a chicken, to 
want to set on eggs  
to hatch them. 

One summer when one of 
the chickens wanted to 
set on eggs, my mother 
put both chicken and 
duck eggs under the 
hen. She put the duck 
eggs under the hen first, 
followed by the chicken 
eggs a week later. That’s 
because the incubation 
period (how long it takes 
before the egg hatches) 
is 28 days for ducks and 
21 days for chickens.



When a duck sets, at least a couple of times a day she will 
leave her nest to eat and drink. Before she goes back 
to her nest, she will get into the water. That way when 
she’s on her nest, her wet breast makes for a moist, warm 
environment for the eggs. 

Though chickens get up a few times 
each day to eat and drink, they don’t 
go in the water. They get back on 
their eggs with a dry breast. That 
meant the duck eggs wouldn’t have 
hatched properly when incubated 
under a chicken unless there was 
outside help. Twice a day, morning 
and evening, my job was to take the 
duck eggs out from under the 
hen, quickly dip them in some room-
temperature water, and put them back 
under the hen.



On the twenty-eighth day, we were eager to see what 
would happen. Soon, little chicks and ducklings were 
pecking their way out of the eggs. And in less than 
two days the chicken was caring for two ducklings 
and three chicks.

When the little birds were a few days old, knowing 
that ducklings love to swim, we children set up a 
small tub for the ducklings to swim in. They had so 
much fun swimming around in the water. To make it 
easy for them to get in and out of the tub when they 
wanted to, we stacked bricks together to form a 
staircase up the side of the tub, and placed a brick 
inside to help them hop out.



Up the ducklings went, and jumped into the 
water. The chicks, seeing how much fun the 
ducklings were having, decided to join them. 
Up the bricks went the chicks, and they too 
hopped into the water. But of course, the 
poor chicks couldn’t swim, and immediately 
began to sink and had to be rescued. 

After that we kept the 
bricks away from the 
tub, and later gave the 
ducklings a shallow dish 
to swim in that wasn’t deep 
enough for a chick to 
drown in. The little chicks 
never tried swimming again, 
and were happy to run 
around in the grass while 
their duckling buddies 
went for a dip.

“Let each person lead the life 
that the Lord has assigned to 
him, and to which God has called 
him” (1 Corinthians 7:17 ESV).
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