
Learning and Growing
“You know that when your faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to grow” (James 1:3 NLT).

Why didn’t  
I get well in time  

to take part in the  
school play? Now  
Jeanine is playing  

my part.

I should have  
put my bike away,  

like Dad asked  
me to do.



We all enjoy good and fun times. It’s natural to wish 
that our lives would be filled with only those good 
times, but we also experience times that are difficult 
for us. When something doesn’t go the way we want it to, 
sometimes we may wonder why it happened the way it did.

How we wish things turned out.

Jesus loves you very much, and 
He’s always with you, watching over 
you and taking good care of you.

But you might wonder when you ask 
Him specifically for something why 
He doesn’t make everything better 
for you right away.



Often, out of love for us, 
Jesus will use a difficulty 
that we experience to help 
us gain ground in faith, 
endurance, and obedience.

Let’s compare this to 
helping Axel, your little 
brother, learn to walk. 
One of us always tries 
to be there to protect 
Axel while he’s learning 
to walk, but your little 
brother still falls 
sometimes. If we always 
hold on to Axel so he 
never falls, he won’t 
learn how to keep his 
balance and walk on  
his own.

Also, if someone 
carries Axel every 
time he falls, he 
might get lazy and 
not make the effort 
to learn to walk.



Jesus is always with you, and He loves you more than you can imagine. He wishes to help you make it 
through any problem or difficulty, having learned lessons of faith and obedience, and to have gained faith 
and understanding for how to face future problems.

Sometimes Axel trips and cries, and one of us will pick him up to encourage him, but we then set him down 
again so he can try again to walk.

When you make a mistake or experience a difficulty, Jesus will also encourage you, but then He wants you 
to keep going on and trying.

Jesus doesn’t prevent everything that is difficult from coming your way, but He is always there to help 
you through the experience.



Jesus often solves problems quite quickly for us, but not 
always. Even if a problem persists, we can find courage in our 
faith in Jesus, and through our faith we can discover what 
steps to take to help us overcome.
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I’ve discovered how  
to be happy, even when  
I miss out on another  
fun activity I wanted  

to join in on.

Thanks, Jesus, for 
reminding me of 

the importance of 
obeying Dad.

“Children, obey your 
parents in the Lord, 

for this is right” 
(Ephesians 6:1 ESV).

“No temptation has overtaken you that is  
not common to man. God is faithful, and  
he will not let you be tempted beyond your 
ability, but with the temptation he will also 
provide the way of escape, that you may be 
able to endure it” (1 Corinthians 10:13 ESV).

“It is good for me that I have had problems, 
so that I learn Your ways” (Psalm 119:71, 
paraphrased).
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