
Right for  
the Job

A man set off on a journey with a donkey and 
a parrot. It was to be a long journey to a 
place they had never been to before.

The man packed everything they 
needed for the trip in a big bag 
and placed the heavy bag upon 
his own back.

There wasn’t a road to follow, 
so the donkey was sent ahead 
to find the path that would lead 
to their destination. The man 
struggled to carry the heavy 
burden as he followed the path 
left by the donkey.

Let’s go!

Donkey,  
please go ahead  
to scout the path  

for us.

Whew!  
This bag  
is very  
heavy.



By nightfall the three were tired, upset, and hungry. The 
donkey with his poor sense of direction had led them 
in circles. The parrot, who had been sent out to find 
something for them to eat, had returned with worms.

At the end of 
the third day, 
a man passed 
their camp and 
overheard their 
complaints. 
He stopped to 
offer some 
advice.

Worms? I don’t  
eat worms! That’s  

bird food.

Don’t complain.  
You’ve been leading us 

in circles all day.

 I’m hungry  
and tired. You two  

are no help!
 I suggest you  

use one another’s 
talents.
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That night the man, parrot, and donkey thought 
about the advice that the man passing by had given 
them. In the morning, they agreed to give it a try, 
and all took up their new roles.

They soon found their journey was smoother and 
more enjoyable, and before long they reached 
their destination.

The three decided that the next time they went 
on a trip together they would have each member 
of the team do the job he could do best.

•	 What are some of the unique talents 
you have?

•	 What are some talents your brothers and 
sisters or children in your class have?

•	 How can you use these talents to help 
one another?

And you, friend,  
instead of carrying 

such a heavy bag, why 
don’t you prepare  

the meals?

Thanks, Parrot,  
for leading us in the 

right direction.

Thank you,  
Donkey, for carrying 

our supplies.

The donkey is  
a strong animal and 

could easily carry  
the heavy load.

The parrot could fly  
ahead to find the way and 

come back to tell you how to 
get to your destination.
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