
The Gift of the Holy Spirit
Before Jesus was crucified, He had one last meal with His disciples called the “Last Supper.” The 
disciples were sad to hear Jesus telling them that He would soon be going away. Jesus encouraged 
them that even though He had to go away, they wouldn’t be left alone.

At this time, Jesus refers to the Holy Spirit as a Helper2 and as the Spirit of truth.

The Holy Spirit guides us into all truth3 and helps us understand the Bible. The Holy Spirit also helps 
us recognize and hear God’s voice speaking to us as we read God’s Word on how He wants us to live.

1 John 14:16–17 ESV
2 Some Bible translations use the word “Comforter” in place of “Helper.” The Holy Spirit both comforts and helps us.
3 John 16:13

I will ask the Father,  
and he will give you another 

Helper, to be with you forever, 
even the Spirit of truth.1



The Holy Spirit 
encourages our 
faith that God 
lovingly cares for 
us. Faith grows 
by reading and 
believing God’s 
Word. The Holy 
Spirit guides us as 
we study the Bible.

The Holy Spirit 
helps us believe 
in God’s promises 
and encourages us 
to stand on those 
promises in prayer.

“Faith comes 
by hearing the 
word of God” 
(Romans 10:17 
paraphrased).

For more 
about this 
promise from 
God, read “Faith 
that Grows.”

I’m very  
important to  

God!

http://www.mywonderstudio.com/0-5/2011/5/30/faith-that-grows-and-grows.html
http://www.mywonderstudio.com/0-5/2011/5/30/faith-that-grows-and-grows.html


Jesus went on to tell His disciples that the 
Holy Spirit would help them spread the message 
of His love and the gift of salvation that He 
offered them.

“But when the Helper comes, whom I will send  
to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth,  
who proceeds from  
the Father,  
he will bear  
witness  
about me”  
(John 15:26 ESV).

After Jesus was crucified and had risen from the dead, He 
again appeared to His disciples to encourage them with final 
instructions. As He stood talking to them, just before He 
was taken up to heaven, Jesus reminded them that soon they 
would receive a special power from the Holy Spirit.

 4 Acts 1:8 ESV

You will receive  
power when the Holy Spirit  

has come upon you, and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all 

Judea and Samaria, and to the  
end of the earth.4



The disciples received the power of the 
Holy Spirit and became powerful witnesses, 
encouraging thousands to believe in Jesus and to 
receive His gift of salvation!

One story about their powerful witness is found 
in Acts chapters 3 through 4. Peter and John went 
to the temple to pray and saw a lame man sitting 
at the gate asking for money.

The Holy Spirit had filled Peter and John with faith in 
a promise Jesus had given them: “And these signs will 
accompany those who believe … they will lay hands 
on the sick, and they will recover” (Mark 16:17–18 ESV).

Praise God!  
I can walk … and  

even leap!

 I don’t have  
any silver or gold to 

give you, but…

In the name  
of Jesus Christ, rise  

up and walk!



Later, some of the religious leaders became upset at Peter and John for teaching in the temple about 
Jesus and His resurrection. While being questioned by the religious leaders, the Holy Spirit gave Peter and 
John wisdom and authority in their answers. This confused the religious leaders, who were unable to argue 
effectively against what they taught.

5 Peter and John are speaking of the name “Jesus Christ.”
6 Acts 4:12 ESV

S&S link: Christian Life and Faith: Biblical and Christian Foundation: The Holy Spirit-1a
Authored by Christi S. Lynch. Illustrations by Leila Shae. Design by Stefan Merour. Published by My Wonder Studio. Copyright © 2013 by The Family International

And there is salvation  
in no one else,5 for there is 

no other name under heaven given 
among men by which we  

must be saved.6

If you believe in Jesus and have received His gift of salvation, you can pray to be filled 
with the Holy Spirit and receive power that will help you to tell others about Jesus.
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