
When Things Don’t Go as Planned

Mommy, Matt and his  
parents are going to the beach 

tomorrow. Can I go too?

Sounds like fun.  
Let’s wait to hear from 

Matt’s parents.

Mara said that  
they will be spending the  
day at the beach. Matt 
wanted to invite his 

friends along.

Yippee!! A whole  
day at the beach. I’m  
going to get ready  

right now!

Kevin, we haven’t talked 
about it yet. You already had 

plans for tomorrow.

Mommy, can I?  
Can I?

BRRRING!

Thank you, Mara,  
that’s very kind of you.  
We'll discuss it and get  

back to you. Bye!



The next time you are faced with a dilemma like this, 
remember that not getting to do what you want does 
not mean that your day has to be sad or disappointing. 
You can look for the good in any situation, and this 
will help any disappointment you felt to soon fade. 
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There are times when things do not go as planned, 
and you have to make the difficult decision to choose 
what is better to do rather than what you want to do. 
It’s normal to feel disappointed or angry when things 
don’t go your way, but staying that way will not make 
you feel better. Instead look for the good, and see 
what you can do to make the situation happy again. 

Oh, I forgot! Ronny is  
coming over to work on our 
science project. Can I tell 

him we’ll work on it another 
time?  Then I can still  

go to the beach.
But we have to  

bring our science project to 
class on Monday. We won’t 
have time to f inish it. Oh, I 

don’t know what to do!

Completing your science  
project is important. And even 
though it would be wonderful 
to go to the beach with Matt, 

perhaps we can work out 
another trip soon. Of course! I know this  

was a diff icult choice to make, 
but I think you made a good one. 
I’ll talk with Mara to work out 

a trip to the beach soon.

You’re right! Our  
science project is going to be 
amazing once we f inish it! Can  

I call Matt and tell him I  
can’t go this time?

I had a lot of fun  
f inishing our robot! It’s  
going to be awesome!

Dad said that we  
may even win Miss Winter’s  

science project prize!

Later that  
evening.
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