
Make Things 
Right

Jacob awoke with excitement; he had been looking 
forward to this day all week. Today his family was 
going to the beach. Quickly, Jacob got up, dressed, 
made his bed, and went down for breakfast. 

When Jacob got to the kitchen, his younger sister 
Emilie was there. “You’re a slow poke, Jacob!” she 
said. “I’ve been awake for hours. I have all my beach 
stuff ready.” 

“I don’t have much to pack,” replied Jacob. “I mostly want 
the sand toys. I want to build a massive racetrack.” 

“I already packed them for myself,” said Emilie. “Dad said 
he’ll help me build a princess castle.” 

“But … but,” sputtered Jacob. “You knew I wanted the 
sand toys. I’ve been talking about making a racetrack at 
the beach all week.” 

“Well, you’ll have to wait until I’m finished using them.” 



“NO!” both kids chorused.

“Then I would like you two to start again and work out 
whatever conflict you are having. What can you each do 
to make the situation better?” 

What happened? Jacob thought. I was so happy when I got 
up this morning, but sometimes Emilie makes me so mad. 
However, the thought of not going to the beach was worse 
than not being able to get the sand toys he had wanted.

Jacob gave Emilie an angry shove. “You’re so mean!” 

Emilie gave an angry cry. “Mommy!” 

“What’s going on?” asked Mother. 

“Jacob pushed me!” Emilie said, at the same time that Jacob said, “Emilie is 
not sharing.” 

With a sigh, Mother sat at the kitchen 
table. “I’m disappointed to hear you fighting 
already this morning. We have a fun day 
to look forward to, but if you two are 
going to fight, perhaps we should stay 
home instead.”

What  
happened?



With a sigh, Jacob said: “I shouldn’t have pushed you, Emilie, even 
though you made me upset. I’m sorry.” 

“What about you, Emilie, do you have anything to add?” asked 
Mother.

“I shouldn’t have been mean about the sand toys,” she said. “I just 
wanted to build the biggest and best princess sandcastle. But we 
can share the toys.” 

“That’s much better,” added Mother. “Working out conflicts in a 
constructive way brings better results than fighting about them.”

“Maybe we could build a princess sandcastle with a racetrack 
around it,” Jacob said. “And we can work on it together with Dad.”

“I like that idea,” said Emilie. “I’ll go pack my princesses’ cars too.” 

And once again, Jacob was feeling happy and eagerly looking 
forward to his beach day. 
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Remember the Golden Rule:  

Treat others as you would want to be treated—

with respect. Put yourself in the other  

person’s place. Look for solutions to your  

problems, and always be willing  

to apologize for and forgive errors.

http://www.mywonderstudio.com

