
Building as a Team
A construction team was working on a corner lot in 
Trevor’s neighborhood. When his family passed the site 
on their way to the park, Trevor asked his dad about 
the different vehicles and the jobs they did.

“Bulldozers are used to clear and level 
land where a new building will be built,” 
Dad explained. “This is necessary before a 
solid foundation can be laid for the house 
or building.” His dad went on to explain 
how the other vehicles were used in the 
construction project.



“Did you notice that each of the vehicles and 

people on the job have very specific jobs to do?” 

Dad asked. “The dump truck is used to remove 

unnecessary dirt and rubble, and the work it does is 

just as important as the work done by the crane.”

“That crane can lift heavy things,” Erin said.

“Yes,” Dad agreed. “But just because it’s doing a 

job that looks more important, doesn’t mean the 

other jobs aren’t as important. In fact, they are 

sometimes even more important.”

“Building a house requires many people working 

together. You need someone to buy the building 

supplies and tools, someone to organize the 

building crew, someone to lay the pipes in the 

ground for water and sewage, someone to lay the 

roofing, someone to drive the vehicles, and even 

someone to paint walls.”

“Wow, that’s a lot of work!” Trevor exclaimed.

“It is! And it’s very important that everyone works 

together as a team.”

Look at the  
crane lift those  

logs!



“Can you imagine what it would be like if the building 

crew spent all their time arguing and disagreeing on 

how to build the house?” Dad asked.

“Nothing would get built,” Erin said.

“Or worse, the job would get done, but it would be 

done poorly or take a very long time because no one 

would be working together,” Dad added. “Then you 

would have a house that might not be safe to live in, 

and all the work and expense would be wasted.”

Working  
together is  
important.

“When you work in teamwork, it makes 

it much easier to get things done. 

That doesn’t mean you won’t disagree 

sometimes, but you come up with a plan 

that helps everyone work together and 

that will have the best outcome.”

“Learning to work 

well with others 

is very important,” 

Dad explained.



Sometimes the hardest part of working 

together is finding ways to overcome 

disagreements. It takes patience and 

understanding to listen to each other 

and to find a solution.

Remember, if you want someone to 

listen to what you have to say, then you 

need to be willing to listen to other 

people too. And if you’re having a 

hard time agreeing, your parents or a 

teacher can help you to find a positive 

solution together.

You will get the job done, and be 

happier if you learn to work well 

with others. Create, build, and work 

together as a team.
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Mom, Erin says  
construction vehicles  

need to be yellow. I already  
colored my bulldozer red.  

I like red better!

Both colors are  
bright, and help people see  

the big vehicles easily. Maybe  
you can have some vehicles  

that are red and some  
that are yellow.

I like that idea!  
I’ve seen different-colored  

vehicles in books.

Maybe my  
digger can  

be red.
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