
A Sapling’s Support
Hello, 
Jasper. Good afternoon,  

Mr. Gardener. I was 
reading a book about 
a sapling, and my mom 
said you could show  

me a sapling.

A sapling is  
a young tree with a 

slender trunk.

Why are the  
saplings tied  

to posts?



The post is  
to help the sapling 

grow straight and tall. 
Many things happen  
that can bend the  

young trees. The wind bent this 
little sapling. I tied 
it to a post to give 

it support and help it 
stand straight.

As the tree  
grows, its trunk gets 
thicker. Then it doesn’t 

need the post to 
support it.

It will be strong 
enough so that the 

wind or storms won’t 
be able to bend it.



You might say  
that you are like a 

sapling, Jasper.

Thank you,  
buddy post. You are  

a good friend.

I’m glad I  
can help you,  

friend.

Smile for  
the camera.

Me,  
a sapling?  

Why?

As children, your 
parents put rules in 
place to help you 
build good habits 

that lead to a happy 
and healthy life.

These rules are 
like posts to help 
you grow straight 
and strong in mind, 
heart, and spirit.



When difficulties 
come your way or 
when you have to 

choose right from 
wrong, the rules 
you live by and 

the guidance your 
parents give you 
will be there to 
keep you going in 

the right direction. 
You will continue 
to grow strong 
in character and 
upright in your 
heart because 

you will have the 
guidance of rules, 
your parents’ love, 

and God’s Word.

The following are 
examples of rules 
that help you grow 

up straight:

Help! The wind is  
blowing so fiercely. I’m 

being blown away!

Don’t worry,  
I’ll hold you  

tight!

My favorite  
ice cream! … Oh, I better 

see if anyone else  
wants it first.

If you are  
tempted to think about 

yourself first, rather than 
others, don’t forget to 
“do to others whatever  

you would like them  
to do to you.”2

If you are  
upset with your sister 

because of something she 
did, remember to “love  

your neighbor as 
yourself.”1

Jessie!

Hi!

1 Matthew 22:39 NIV
2 Matthew 7:12 NLT



If you don’t  
feel like sharing with 

others, remember to “give, 
and you will receive. … 
The amount you give will 

determine the amount  
you get back.”3

If you are feeling  
unhappy because you 

wish you could be doing 
something else, remember 

to “be thankful in all 
circumstances.”5

If you are  
having a hard time 

following your parents’ 
instructions, remember  
to “obey your parents  

in all things.”4

Oh, Teddy wants  
my cars … I guess I  
can let him play with  

some of them.

Jesus, help me  
to be grateful for all  
that I can learn, even  

when it’s difficult.

I better put my  
book away. My time  
for reading before  

bed is up.

Oops,  
bedtime!

3 Luke 6:38 NLT
4 Colossians 3:20 KJV
5 1 Thessalonians 5:18 NLT



How many pictures of Wormy  
can you find in this story?
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God’s Word is full of guidance to help 
you build good character. Follow those 

instructions and the direction given to you by 
your parents and those who care for you, and 

just like a tree, you will grow strong and bear 
good fruit—fruits of kindness, joy, friendship, 

diligence, and so much more!
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